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Daily report - GoA & Indian Ocean    MV YOUR SHIP  27 Nov 2013 0800 UTC 
 
 
All times are GMT/UTC 

 
1. INCIDENTS IN THE LAST 24 HOURS 

 

a. None 

 

2. INCIDENTS IN THE LAST 7 DAYS  

 

a. 27 Dec 0535 Suspicious approach 26:17N – 056:43E 2 skiffs approached up to 200 m. Flare & 

warning shots fired by security team. 

 

3. WARNING AREAS  

 

UKMTO/MSC-HOA/ONI identify the following warning areas as a result of recent piracy activity:  

 

a. None 
 

4. CHART – REPORTED INCIDENTS IN THE LAST 4 WEEKS (PAST 24 HRS INDICATED IN RED 

BOXES) 

 

 

LEGEND: Black symbols: incidents the past 7 days regardless of the type of attack. Red: hijack, 
Yellow: armed assault (attempted hijack), Blue: attempted attack where use of weapons are not 
reported, Green: suspicious approach. Blue circles: Areas of concern as defined by NATO. 

 
 

 

 

Current main activity concentrated 

in the Gulf of Oman 

YOUR SHIP 30 Dec (posn at 

0600 UTC) Circle shows 

range in 24 hrs, line out of 

circle shows course 

27 Dec Susp. 

Approach 



 
 

 
Bergen Risk Solutions 

Phone: +47 4000 1430 – Email: blackbeard@bergenrisksolutions.com - www.bergenrisksolutions.com 
 

 

5. CHART – CURRENT WIND, SEA STATE AND CLOUD COVER: 2100 27 NOV 

 

Wind barb legend  

Areas marked in red indicate waves below 2 meter.   

 Cloud cover legend: No cover  Full cover 

 
 
 
6. CHART - CURRENT WIND, SEA STATE AND CLOUD COVER: 0900 28 NOV 

 
 
Wind strengths in excess of 18 knots and wave heights above 2 metres are considered sufficient to provide protection 
for all but the most vulnerable vessels, particularly where Masters are taking full account of Best Management 
Practice. (Source: MSC-HOA) 
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7. GENERAL SITUATION AND SECURITY FORECAST (NATO SHIPPING CENTRE) 
 

At 0535Z 27 Dec 2012, a merchant vessel near the Strait of Hormuz (2617N; 05643E) sighted two skiffs. 
First skiff approached to within 500 metres; possible weapons sighted. Vessel's armed security team fired 
flares and skiff moved away. Second skiff then approached to within 200m. Vessel fired another flare but 
there was no response from the second skiff. Vessel's armed security team then fired two warning shots 
to the side of the second skiff. Skiff then broke off. Vessel is safe. 
 
There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 
 
All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They had been held 
since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and nine months. The former 
hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving food and medical care. 
 
On 21 Dec 2012 at 0845Z, a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman (2322N; 05926E) was approached and 
chased by two skiffs for approximately 1.5 hours. Vessel was subsequently confirmed as safe. On 20 Dec 
2012 at 1015Z, a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman was approached by a skiff reported in position 
2449N; 05750E, with possibly armed personnel onboard. The skiff fell back and the vessel was reported 
safe. 
  
The vessel reported hijacked from Bossaso anchorage on 18 Dec 2012 has returned to its previous 
position. This incident is no longer assessed as being piracy related. See Alert Update for NSC 028/12. 
  
Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon, sea states remain conducive 
to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area 
(HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) continue to 
operate in the area.  
 
Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will often 
approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if present). If they elicit no 
response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by a second skiff. This 
practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless expenditures of ammunition and personal risk 
without a significant probability of success. 
  
A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 
and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximise 
fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines 
by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. 
Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; 
fishermen may carry small arms. 
 
8. SECURITY ADVICE/RECOMMENDATIONS TO MARINERS 

 

¶ Register with MSCHOA 
o Email: postmaster@mschoa.org  
o Telephone: +44 (0) 1923 958 545 
o Fax: +44 (0) 1923 958 520 

¶ Call in to the UKMTO  
o Email: UKMTO@eim.ae  
o Telephone: +971 50 552 3215 

¶ Utilise the IRTC 

¶ Employ Self Protecting Measures – follow Best Management Practices  
 
 

mailto:postmaster@mschoa.org
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ABOUT THIS REPORT 

 
The World Piracy Update™ is based on information from the International Maritime Bureau’s Piracy 

Reporting Centre, MSC-HOA, UKMTO, US Office of Naval Intelligence and credible media reports. It is 
made in association with Jeppesen – a Boeing company. All images are generated using Jeppesen’s C-

MAP OceanView™ nautical map software. 
 

Weather and wave data is sourced from European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts. 
  

PIRACY SYMBOLS – LEGEND 
 

Black: Incidents occurring last 7 days regardless of type. Intended to highlight latest attacks (or attempts 

thereof) and thus identify current high-risk areas. 
Red:  Successful hijackings and/or kidnaps. 

Yellow: Armed robberies or armed assaults. In the Gulf of Aden and the Somali Basin these normally 
denote hijack attempts where shots have been fired by the attackers. 

Blue: Attempts made at boarding/hijacking a ship in which there are no reports of firearms being used. 
Green:  Suspicious approaches in which potential hostile intent by the approaching vessel is reported. 
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